North of Scotland Cricket Association
Minute of Meeting
Date:

6th October 2020
Location:
Virtual meeting
Chair:

Nigel Gerrard (NG)
Present:
R Belli (RB), J Lean (JLean), C Farr (CF), Nicky Gerrard (NicG), C Blake (CB), M Fox (MF), A Duncan (AD), J Lodge (JL), G Ravi (GR), K Fraser (KF), M Bronkhurst (MB), P Short (PS), M Ross (MR)
	Item
	
	Action

	1
	Welcome: NG welcomed everybody
	

	2
	Apologies: K Neill (KN), J Ford (JF)
	

	3
	Minute of meeting held on Tuesday 1st September 2020:
The minute was accepted as a true and accurate record. 
Proposed: C Blake    Seconded: A Duncan
	

	4
	Matters Arising
a. Mediation update: Emails have been exchanged; however the mediator feels that the best way to resolve this would be to have a face to face meeting. There has been no cost to NoSCA for this process. Any costs incurred are to be split between the 2 clubs involved. At this time it was agreed to remove the item from future agendas until such time as representatives can meet.
b. Working party: NG, JF and CB have met twice since the last meeting. They are aiming to set goals to improve different aspects of NoSCA. Once they have put something together they will present it to clubs.
c. A letter has been sent out to Patrons. MR to send a copy of the letter to NicG to be kept on file.
d. PVG certificate requirement – Cricket Scotland say they are not yet up and running with PVG’s and will be changing to an online process in the future. They will send out a communication to all the Child Wellbeing & Protection Officers when normal service resumes. The NoSCA grant application form will be updated to include the requirement for PVG certified coaches on any funding applications involving juniors.
e. Pink Cricket Balls: There was various feedback about the pink balls which were tested in games of between 30/40 overs per innings:

Positives: ball kept its shape, no scuff markings, easy to be seen, happy for them to be used in future competitions

Negatives: lost shine, the seam wasn’t proud enough.

It was asked whether white balls had been considered. 

Cost of the new pink ball to be confirmed with Dave Wolton.

The quote from Reader’s was £9.50 + VAT per red ball, with pink balls costing £6.50 + VAT. Balls also come in white, yellow and orange.

CB will contact Cricket Scotland to see what type / colour of ball other leagues are using. 
The remainder of the pink balls to be shared out between the clubs. 

No decision was reached on the change of ball for 20 / 20 competitions.

f. Report on the procedure and benefits of charitable status – MR presented a detailed report. There were some concerns that the process had been started before the committee had agreed to this, although MR felt he needed to do that in order to present an accurate report. It was felt that this would result in a significant change as to how NoSCA is governed, it may be difficult to fill trustee posts, and we have been awarded grants in the past without being a registered charity. There will be further investigation into whether it would be beneficial. This is for fact find only. It should be noted that if the committee recommends that NoSCA move to a charitable status it will have to be presented at the AGM as a proposal. Please submit any further feedback to MR.
	MR

MB
CB
MB/DW


	5
	Funding application from Forres St Lawrence CC

Forres St Lawrence submitted a fund application for £500 towards the cost of a sit on mower. Total cost £2500. They have raised £500 with online sales through eBay. The remainder will be funded by the club. It was noted that grants are usually awarded prior to the purchase of an item. However it was accepted that the mower was too good an opportunity to wait and risk losing it. It was also noted that clubs probably need to take more responsibility for cutting their grass as local authorities cut back. The application was agreed.

KF also noted that NoSCA clubs are very lucky with the quality of our facilities and it is commendable that NoSCA can support this.
	

	6
	Payment of umpires proposal
On the 11th March 2020 the NoSCA executive voted as follows:-

“Proposal 4 (Payment of ESCOA appointed umpires) – agreed in principal.
There followed a discussion on the implications and finer details. CB offered to get more information and bring a more detailed proposal to the next meeting.”
This is the background to the item being on the agenda. Feedback included
· At least one Club concerned that they would not be able to shoulder the  financial burden.

· The possible injustice of the non-payment to a non-appointed umpire.
· How will standards be monitored

· Just because you pay for the service, it doesn’t necessarily mean it will improve.
CB will contemplate the feedback and see if he can incorporate this into the proposal. If anybody has anything further to add please let CB know.
	CB

	7
	Playing conditions 2021

It was agreed to include this on the agenda for the next meeting and clubs are asked to start thinking about them.
	

	8
	Update from Cricket Scotland:
There were no updates to report.
	

	9
	AOCB
a. All clubs are strongly encouraged to put forward their proposals for the AGM in plenty of time and in the correct format for consideration by clubs.
b. Treasurer’s report to be added to future agendas.
c. It was noted that any clubs wishing to join NoSCA (eg RAF Lossie) need to make their application by the end of November. MF and AD will contact the RAF personnel who are members of their clubs. 
d. Trophies – All clubs will be emailed to start the process of returning trophies awarded in the 2019 season.

e. Sponsorship will be discussed at the next meeting.

f. Clubs will be asked to submit a brief summary of their season. What worked. What didn’t etc

g. The NoSCA website still includes logos of sponsors who have since withdrawn. JLean will endeavour to remove them from the site.
	NicG

MF & AD

NicG

JLean

	10
	Date and time of the next meeting:
Tuesday 3rd November 2020 at 7.00pm

	


