Draft minutes from NoSCA meeting held on Monday 19th June 2017 at Nairn Community Centre
Present:

J Bishop (Chair), C Farr (Minutes), M Fox, K Neill, C Blake, N Cameron, L Macabhuinn, C Macabhuinn, C Lavin, Ch Farr
Prior to the meeting there was a presentation by Paul Macari, Cricket Scotland Commercial Manager, on a new membership database which is being rolled out by Cricket Scotland.  Questions and answers from those present.  Paul hopes to have the scheme available to NoSCA clubs in the near future.

	Item
	
	Action

	1.
	Apologies
	

	
	Received from H Macquarrie, J Lean, M Ross,
 Highland CC, K Fraser, G Chappell.
	

	
	
	

	2.
	Minutes of last meeting
	

	
	The meeting adopted the draft minutes of the previous meeting.
	

	
	
	

	3.
	Matters arising from previous meeting
	

	
	a) No matters were raised.

	

	
	
	

	4.
	Ross County CC Proposal - Umpires
	

	
	a) The proposal from Ross County CC had been distributed to clubs prior to the meeting.  J Bishop stated that it had been produced from concern for vulnerable young people and believed that it used best practice.  L Macabhuinn felt that it was a sad indictment of local cricket if players were not taking the Spirit of the Game seriously and did not respect officials regardless of their age.  N Cameron agreed but felt that umpires must be experienced at an appropriate level and made a comparison to players being put in a position they were not experienced enough to handle.  Further, he said that there are several grades of cricketer just as there are grades of umpire and experience is at the heart of those grades.  C Blake felt that experience was crucial.  L Macabhuinn said that he would much rather have a young umpire who has attended and passed the Level 1 course than someone who thinks they know the Laws but actually doesn’t.  C Blake stated that it is not a ban on U18 umpires, J Bishop reiterating that the sole purpose of the proposal is to fulfil the obligation and duty of NoSCA for protecting vulnerable groups.  C Lavin said that whilst Fort William sympathise with the aim of the proposal they were not happy that anyone thought they could abuse an umpire, be they 18 or 80.  N Cameron urged clubs to check their Child Protection Policy as it should include the statement that young people would not be placed in situations where they may be abused.
b) The meeting voted unanimously to adopt the proposal into the Playing Conditions.


	

	
	
	

	5.
	NoSCA Junior Cricket Update
	

	
	a) MCA competitions continue to run although the weather had taken its toll on some of the competitions.
b) N Cameron expressed concern that some club captains think it is acceptable to bowl full pace at juniors, in particular in Reserve competitions.


	

	
	
	

	6.
	NoSCA ACO Update
	

	
	a) No one was available to provide an update.
b) J Bishop is keen to formalise the relationship between NoSCA.
c) C Farr asked for clarification on the payment of expenses.  J Bishop said that money is available to pay expenses to qualified umpires and to help make part-payment for anyone who is travelling to higher level matches where they are being assessed.
	

	
	
	

	7.
	Cricket Scotland Update
	

	
	a) A Cricket Scotland meeting is scheduled for 6th July.  
b) J Bishop had received some information on a proposed Caledonian Cricket Committee which would help to provide a pathway for local young cricketers into representative cricket.

c) There is a vacancy on the Cricket Scotland Ltd board which J Bishop will not be seeking nomination for.
	

	
	
	

	8.
	Annual Dinner 2017
	

	
	a) J Bishop is still working on a guest speaker and hopes to have more concrete news for the next meeting.
	

	
	
	

	9.
	History Project Update
	

	
	a) No update as Dr Macpherson has been unwell.
	

	
	
	

	10.
	NoSCA 125th Anniversary Celebrations
	

	
	a) MCC keen to be involved and have suggested a dinner after the traditional MCC match in early May.
	

	
	
	

	11.
	AOCB
	

	
	a) J Bishop thanked all of those who had made themselves available for the representative match in Aberdeen on 18th June.  In particular he thanked Dave Dugdale for arranging and captaining the side.  Unfortunately he was reluctant to do this again as it had been so difficult and it was acknowledged that fathers’ day falling on the same date may have played a part.  There will be another fixture, this time locally and Buckie may be the preferred venue, against ACA Grades XI on Sunday 13th August.

b) M Fox said there had been a few issues at one of the venues for the Reserve T20 competition.  C Farr said there were a number of difficulties and raised the problem of two teams playing one game in Inverness (due to the withdrawal of Fort William) whilst four teams played at Fochabers, resulting in three teams only playing 1 game at both venues.  She asked that clubs co-ordinate with the Reserve Match Secretary and either the President or the Secretary to minimise this sort of thing happening again.  She also highlighted that at the Fochabers venue there had been a late start, no field markings and players had complained of poor umpiring.  Players from Forres had complained that NoSCA does not seem to have any respect for the Reserve competitions.  J Bishop said he would ask all captains to ensure that hosting venues are prepared for competitions.
c) C Farr asked what the situation would be at the 4 club Senior T20 group of Huntly, Buckie, Fochabers and Forres.  Fochabers have withdrawn from the competition and Buckie had indicated that they may not be able to field a team.  C Blake said he would contact Buckie to clarify their intentions.

d) M Fox said a venue was needed now the finalists of the Reserve T20 are known.  Forres was asked to be the host and will confirm as soon as possible.
e) K Neill asked for it to be noted that Jess Mills (Northern Counties) has received her first cap for The Wildcats and that Conor Shorten has been selected for the U19 squad.

f) C Farr had received 12 balls from the supplier of Lords Cricket Balls.  They are of no interest to the League and will be returned.

g) Huntly have requested that their home Reserve fixture against Highland on 9th July should be postponed as they have been asked to host a Wildcats game for Cricket Scotland.  Huntly have previously stated that they do not want home matches in September to allow them to prepare their wicket for the autumn.  Therefore it would be likely that the fixture may have to be reversed.  M Fox will contact Huntly and Highland about the matter.
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	12.
	Date of Next Meeting
	

	
	The next meeting will be on Monday 24th July in Nairn: venue to be confirmed.

	


