Draft minutes from NoSCA meeting held on Monday 18th May 2015 at Nairn County Cricket Club.
Present:

J Bishop (Chair), K Neill, T Cowman, C Farr (Minutes), M Fox, G Chappell, L MacAbhuinn, C Blake, T Farr
	Item
	
	Action

	1.
	Apologies
	

	
	Received from H Macquarrie, A Duncan, N Cameron and J Paul
	

	
	
	

	2.
	Minutes of last meeting
	

	
	M Fox proposed and L MacAbhuinn seconded minutes as accurate.
	

	
	
	

	3.
	Matters arising from previous meeting
	

	
	a) No matters were raised.
	

	
	
	

	4.
	Annual Dinner
	

	
	a) After confirming the booking for Angus Fraser as guest speaker for the NoSCA dinner on Saturday 24th October, J Bishop has confirmed the booking of Elgin Golf Club as the venue.  The cost of tickets will be £30 per person.  Tickets will be allocated as follows: senior clubs will have allocation of 8 tickets (including the £25 paid towards a ticket from the annual subscription) and affiliate clubs will have 3 (again, including the £25 from the annual subscription).  Any tickets not sold and paid for by Sunday 30th August will be returned to the NoSCA committee for further distribution at the discretion of the Executive.
b) The menu was agreed upon, same as 2014, and will be distributed at a later date.

c) J Bishop had prepared a time line for the evening.  This was amended slightly to make more time available for the Guest Speaker and socialising afterwards.

d) J Bishop will approach a photographer he knows with a view to his recording the evening for those concerned.
	J Bishop



	
	
	

	5.
	OrCa v Ross Co Reserve fixture 10/05/15
	

	
	a) Due to the late call off by OrCa of their fixture against Ross County on the above date, Ross County asked that the committee discuss the events surrounding this.  Ross County felt aggrieved that the game was called off at such a late stage and as they had been specifically requested by OrCa to provide refreshments, when it should have been the responsibility of OrCa as the ‘home side’, Ross County members had born the cost of the call off.  OrCa provided their version of events, citing a poor weather forecast resulting in indecision and late call offs as the main reasons why they had not travelled.  OrCa called the game off approaching 9pm the night before the game.
b) After discussion, it was agreed that all clubs, Senior and Reserve, should be reminded that in the case of a club not having a team available, a call-off must be made on or before 20.00 on the day preceding the scheduled fixture.  With respect to weather call offs, a call off must be made on or before 10.00 on the day of the scheduled fixture, though with due consideration being given to the distance the opposition have to travel in the future.
	All clubs to note

	
	
	

	6.
	NoSCA v Gordonians fixture/transport
	

	
	a) This fixture is scheduled for Sunday 28th June in Aberdeen.  1pm start, 50 over match.
b) NoSCA will need to provide a scorer and J Bishop will check to see if an Umpire is required.

c) M Fox and J Bishop will select the team.  C Farr suggested that the team should be based on that which played at Gordonstoun recently against the MCC.  J Bishop agreed that he would use this as his basis for a team as well as current form, availability and past experience.  He was keen to get a balanced side.
d) Players are encouraged to car share with an allowance being paid towards fuel expenses.


	J Bishop



	
	
	

	7.
	Umpires Convener
	

	
	a) Ken Ross has stood down as Umpires Convener following a request from Forres St Lawrence for umpires with no connection to either side to stand in the Highland v Forres St Lawrence game on 23rd May.  J Bishop felt that it was a reasonable request but was sorry that Ken Ross had made his decision.  
b) A new Convener is being sought.  Clubs are asked to see if any of their members are willing to take on this role.
c) J Bishop will write to K Ross thanking him for his work for NoSCA over the years.
	All clubs for action

J Bishop

	
	
	

	8.
	Junior Report/North Club Development Manager Report
	

	
	a) N Cameron was not able to attend the meeting but most of those present were aware of the considerable amount of junior activity being undertaken throughout the NoSCA area.
	

	
	
	

	9.0
	Press Coverage
	

	
	a) Several comments had been received about the lack of coverage in the Press and Journal and the Sunday papers.  J Bishop explained how he had sent details of games to the various agencies in 2014 and had done the same for 2015, but the P&J contact had provided him with another email address to send details to.  
b) C Farr agreed to send a précis of the weekend action to the press contacts using the information clubs post on social media.


	C Farr



	
	
	

	10.0
	AOCB
	

	
	a) In Safe Hands – this course is a requirement for all clubs with a junior section and a Child Protection Officer.  In Inverness on Monday 25th May 2015.  Contact N Cameron or J Bishop for details.
b) Grow Your Club – seminar hosted through Cricket Scotland at Northern Meeting Park on Tuesday 26th May 2015, 7pm start.

c) The new Chair of Cricket Scotland, Tony Brian, and the interim CEO, Willie Donald, will attend the next NoSCA committee meeting on Monday 29th June 2015.  They had contacted NoSCA and requested a meeting to introduce themselves to North cricket.  

d) G Chappell, Treasurer, had received an invoice for £72 to pay website hosting and renewal fees for 2015.

e) M Fox advised that Gordonstoun have confirmed the availability of their ground for the 2015 Cup Final on 30th August.

f) M Fox advised that he had encountered problems with pitch markings whilst umpiring this season.  He asked all clubs to check their crease markings to ensure they are visible and correct.

g) G Chappell produced a match ball from the game he had umpired at the weekend.  The seam had split after only a dozen overs.  He intends to send photo’s of the ball to Readers for their comments and, in case other balls do the same, to alert them to this problem.  No one else reported any problems to date.
h) Several clubs have still to pay their annual subscription and to pay for their match balls.  It was noted that RAF Lossiemouth have yet to respond to requests for 2014 payment.  C Farr will attempt to contact them again.

i) G Chappell provided a cheque on behalf of NoSCA to cover the cost of the new handbooks.

j) Everyone gave very positive feedback on the new handbooks and thanked J Bishop for his work.

k) Invoices for adverts placed are to be sent out to advertisers along with copies of the handbook.

l) J Bishop will stand as main contact for NoSCA for the Awards for All application being prepared by N Cameron.
m) T Cowman suggested that NoSCA should produce car stickers to raise awareness of cricket in the north.  This idea was welcomed by the meeting.  J Bishop will research costs etc.

n) A letter has been received from Buckie CC thanking NoSCA for the contribution towards their new pitch.


	All clubs for noting

All clubs for noting

All clubs for noting

All clubs for noting

C Farr

J Bishop



	
	
	

	11.0
	Date of Next Meeting
	

	
	The next meeting will be on Monday 29th June 2015, 7pm at the Cricket Pavilion, Nairn
	


