Draft minutes from NoSCA meeting held on Monday 6th April 2015 at Nairn County Cricket Club.
Present:

J Bishop (Chair), K Neill, T Cowman, C Farr (Minutes), M Fox, G Chappell, N Cameron, L Macabhuinn, T Macabhuinn, C Blake, G Farr, L Duncan, J Corsie
	Item
	
	Action

	1.
	Apologies
	

	
	Received from H Macquarrie and A Duncan
	

	
	
	

	2.
	Minutes of last meeting
	

	
	C Blake proposed and T Cowman seconded minutes as accurate.
	

	
	
	

	3.
	Matters arising from previous meeting
	

	
	a) Updated Playing Conditions will be added to the NoSCA website shortly
b) C Blake is to meet with K Ross to discuss umpiring for fixtures.  An allowance for his phone bill will be paid to K Ross.  J Bishop said he would like to be present at the meeting


	J Bishop
C Blake/J Bishop



	
	
	

	4.
	Fixtures Update
	

	
	a) Senior fixtures have now been distributed.  One or two changes need to be made but these are being discussed between the teams concerned.
b) Reserve fixtures have now also been issued.  Again, one or two changes to be made.  J Bishop asked to be copied in to all agreed changes to the fixture list.

c) C Blake will populate Result Store as soon as fixtures are agreed.

d) J Bishop will produce a wall chart style list for clubs

e) It was confirmed that the T20 group hosts would be Fochabers, Nairn and Ross County.  The Fochabers group would be straight knock out if all 4 teams play, or will revert to round robin if only 3 participate.
	C Blake/J Bishop

J Bishop



	
	
	

	5.
	NoSCA Select
	

	
	a) Team sheet has been sent out for the NoSCA U21 side against Gordonstoun on Saturday 11th April, 1.30pm start.
b) A NoSCA Select team has been entered into the Cricket Scotland Challenge Cup and has been drawn away at Gordonians, Aberdeen.
c) The team selected for the NoSCA v MCC game on Monday 4th May at Gordonstoun is hoped to form the basis of the team for the season ahead.  M Fox, J Bishop and N Cameron will lead on the selection of the team.  G Chappell asked about the funding of travel.  J Bishop noted the precedent from the last time NoSCA entered a team and it was agreed in principle that costs would be met, perhaps with a minibus being provided.  The meeting felt that the Select should be made up of the best players available, providing NoSCA players with an opportunity to play outwith the normal competition.
	C Farr – add to next agenda

	
	
	

	6.
	Junior Report/North Club Development Manager Report
	

	
	a) In conjunction with the Aberdeenshire Cricket Association, N Cameron has plans to broaden the base of the player pyramid at junior level, feeling that this will bring more players in to the game.  He plans to introduce U16 and U18 level games for those who did not get selected for the North Regional Development Centre (NRDC).  This may allow a second opportunity for talent to be spotted for this development group.
b) P6 quick cricket final days are in June.

c) N Cameron proposes to form one team from the Highland area and one from the Moray area for the national Secondary School Cup. This is regionalised and will involve Gordonstoun.  A similar proposal for the Cricket Factory/Emerging Schools Cup which will involve Nairn Academy, Culloden Academy, Forres Academy, Elgin High School and Milnes High.

d) Gordon Schools and Moray will enter girls teams into national Secondary Schools competitions.

e) In Moray there will be an U16 competition in addition to the usual Eaddie Walls Trophy and Gordon Baxter League competitions.

f) 2 ICC Introduction to Coaching courses are due to be held, one in Dingwall and one in Elgin.  Contact N Cameron for further details

g) An Introduction to Umpiring course was held at Forres with 9 attendees, some of which expressed interest in the next level course.  N Cameron would be happy to run this again with around 8 candidates at any location.
h) N Cameron has met with Highland Council to discuss cricket activity over the summer months, based around Fraser Park.  This is in its early stages and there are unlikely to be financial implications for NoSCA.

i) N Cameron would like to progress an indoor league for the winter of 2015/16.

j) N Cameron hopes to progress TopClub through 2015 and will be meeting with clubs through the year.

k) J Bishop confirmed that there will be junior information in the new handbook.
	

	
	
	

	7.
	Press Coverage
	

	
	a) J Bishop will contact the P&J prior to the MCC game at Gordonstoun.  He has several other items which he hopes will be of interest to the sports page through the year and to bring positive publicity for NoSCA.
b) C Blake will email fixtures to the local press


	

	
	
	

	8.
	Handbook Update
	

	
	a) J Bishop circulated the draft of the handbook.  Several things have still to be added but he is confident that it will be ready for distribution by the start of the season.  Depending on how many pages are included it should be about half the cost of the 2014 handbook.
b) J Bishop has produced the booklet in Microsoft Publisher which he hopes will be readily available for any future committee members to work on.
	

	
	
	

	9.0
	AOCB
	

	
	a) J Bishop had looked further into the possibility of a guest speaker for the annual dinner and was able to confirm that Angus Fraser was available on the dates 24th and 31st October at a cost of £1200 with accommodation and travel on top.  J Bishop has received a great deal of help from a friend in the Aberdeenshire Grades who suggested additional ways of raising money before and during the event.  N Cameron has approached Cricket Scotland about buying a table for the evening and G Chappell said his business would do this too.  It is hoped that other businesses would consider this as well as drawing a larger audience from within the league.  The meeting agreed to book the speaker for Saturday 24th October.  Discussion followed on the venue.  J Bishop will liaise with the options discussed, Mansion House Hotel, Elgin and Elgin Golf Club, reporting back at the next meeting.  Pricing will also follow once this has been arranged.

b) J Bishop and N Cameron met with several players from Fort William to discuss their priorities and how NoSCA works for them.  Fort William have started involvement with a local primary school.  It was felt to be a useful meeting for all concerned.
c) J Bishop has arranged to meet with Highland CC for a similar meeting.  He has been in touch with N Nicol about Huntly and how they see their future in NoSCA and hopes to meet with all league teams throughout the year.

d) Invitations to become Patrons of NoSCA cricket will be sent to Graham Watson (Ross Co), Bill Flett (Buckie) and the Gordon & Ena Baxter Trust in recognition of their work for cricket in the area.
e) It was noted that Cricket Scotland (CS) have elected a new Chair and that there is an interim CEO, Willie Donald, for the next 6 months.  N Cameron commented that at a recent CS meeting he felt there was a greater focus on getting more people to play cricket in Scotland.

f) Following an application from Buckie CC, NoSCA have awarded £500 towards the cost of their new artificial pitch.

g) Following an application from Elgin CC, NoSCA have awarded £500 towards the cost of their new artificial pitch.

h) M Fox noted that one or two 2014 advertisers had not yet been contacted about appearing in the 2015 handbook.  J Bishop will get in touch with them.

i) N Cameron pointed out that the Cricket Force scheme is still open for any clubs who wish to make use of it, in conjunction with Jewson.

j) N Cameron said he will be holding a cricket coaching camp at Dingwall on 9th April, for Primary children.

k) PVG forms were available from N Cameron.

l) G Chappell stated that RAF Lossiemouth have not paid their 2014 subscription yet.

m) League balls were distributed along with invoices for 2015.


	J Bishop

J Bishop

J Bishop

All clubs for noting



	
	
	

	10.0
	Date of Next Meeting
	

	
	The next meeting will be on Monday 18th May 2015, 7pm at the Cricket Pavilion, Nairn
	


