Minutes of NoSCA Executive Meeting held at Forres Cricket Pavilion on 28th June 2010

Present: Eadie Walls, Jonathan Crabtree, Allan Duncan, Tony Farr, Mike Fox, Neil Gibson, S Catto.

Apologies: Michelle Kenning, Steve Shorten, Andrew Callanan and Dave Wolton.

Minutes of last meeting 25th May 2010: Unavailable due to ill health of secretary.

Matters Arising

There were no matters arising.

Season Update and 2011 Season

Each club represented gave an update on how their season was progressing. All clubs were happy how the season was progressing and particular mention on the success of their junior development was made by Nairn, Forres, Fochabers, Buckie and Elgin. The meeting also noted that the association might need to set up a junior committee to pull together the work done by the individual clubs. The meeting also spoke about the league structure for 2011, whether to continue with the current split, return to playing each other home and away, or have divisions with promotion and relegation. The next exec meeting on Tuesday 3rd August will spend more time looking into the league structure in more detail, so can clubs please intimate any ideas to Allan Duncan, on allaniduncan@btinternet.com, so the pros and cons can be discussed.

NoSCA Select Update
J Crabtree thanked Fochabers CC for hosting the semi final, preparing an excellent wicket and providing teas. There were some issues getting the venue sorted, as Fochabers CC 2nd XI already had a fixture on the date of the match. Their match was switched to Nairn after discussion between respective clubs and the exec committee. Nairn CC apologised for not being able to host the semi final. Unfortunately Select was defeated by Glasgow Accies.

In future, if NoSCA to enter a select side in the SCU trophy, the fixture secretary, in conjunction with the reserve fixture secretary will try to ensure Fochabers CC and Nairn CC do not have any fixtures on the date and reserve date of a SCU Trophy fixture. Both these venues are ideal hosts for SCU trophy ties. The inclusion of a select side in the SCU trophy in future is dependant on the outcome of a proposed restructuring of Cricket Scotland run cup competitions.
Treasurer’s Update and Appointment
John Shakelton was not present at the meeting but had given indication that he may be posted away from the area around August, September time. A Duncan will email John to confirm when and if this posting will happen and if any funds had been received from association patrons and advertisers, except those already known being S Campbell and K Ross.
Once a leaving date is known the exec will be asking clubs, if possible, to source a volunteer for the post from within their club.

Annual Dinner
Eadie Walls has been trying to contact Colin Cameron, a local personality / entertainer about speaking at the dinner but he hasn’t had a response yet and doesn’t know how much he would charge. The exec need to balance the cost of a speaker against attracting more people to the dinner, so a budget needs to be set. Clubs to be encouraged to source raffle prizes. A Duncan to send official letters requesting raffle / auction items from English Counties, ECB, Cricket Scotland and International Boards.
Results Vault

Meeting noted that no up to date league table was available on the website, S Catto to contact A Callanan. Results Vault has been made easier but clubs must enter results timeously and accurately. Clubs have a week to enter the result from the date of the match, otherwise fines will be liable. E Walls to contact Huntly CC, as no results had been posted by them so far. Meeting noted the lack of results in the Sunday Post and decided to ratify this by having one contact point for all results, namely Allan Smith, who would phone all the results through to the Sunday Post. Home clubs must contact Allan Smith on 01463 221392 by 8pm, as this is the deadline for accepting results at the paper. 
AOCB

A cricket coaching week is being run by Northern Counties at the Northern Meeting Park from Monday 5th July to Thursday 8th July.

The meeting noted the disappointing attendance at the Select SCU semi final match.

Meeting discussed lack of neutral umpires available for matches and need to look at ways of getting more ex-players involved in umpiring by taking a qualification course. Jon Broderick to be added to umpire list. Sandy Scotland can come up to do an umpiring session if required.

The cup semi finalists are still not decided yet and the final is scheduled for 5th September, with the venue depending on who qualifies for the final. If the finalists have a reserve fixture on the day of the final, this will be rescheduled to allow maximum support for the team.
Next Meeting – Tuesday 3rd August 2010 7pm, Forres CC Pavilion 

Addendum
The committee note the sad passing of patron Lord Laing of Dunphail.

Since the meeting, John Shakelton has stated his posting has been delayed or will not now happen, so he can continue his duties as treasurer time being.

