Minutes of NoSCA Executive Meeting held at Forres Cricket Pavilion on 27th April 2010

Present: Eadie Walls, Jonathan Crabtree, Michelle Kenning, Allan Duncan, Bill Flett, Tony Farr, Neil Gibson, Stuart Catto and Dave Smart.

Apologies:, Chris Blake, John Shakelton ,Gary Ouldfield and Huntly CC.

Minutes of last meeting 12th April 2010:

Approved, although S Catto noticed the minutes were a mixture of last meeting and another previous meeting. A Duncan to reissue correct version.

RAF Kinloss:

RAF Kinloss have informed NoSCA that from immediate effect they have withdrawn from the senior league.

Huntly CC had intimated they would like the fixtures redone, if at all possible. S Catto could rearrange the fixtures to a 12 team basis but there would be complication due to ground availability and the handbooks have already been printed and distributed. The meeting decided that the first half of the fixtures would remain the same but after the split it would be on a 6 – 6 team basis. The league would then end on 11th September.

In the league cup, due to RAF Kinloss’s withdrawal, there would be 2 sections of 3, a section of 4 and a section of 2. It was decided to draw a team from the section of 4 to replace RAF Kinloss in the section of 2, thereby making 4 sections of 3. Buckie CC were drawn to replace RAF Kinloss and will now compete in the section with Fort William and Huntly.

Since RAF Kinloss had not played any fixtures in 2010, there would be no problem for any of their players joining other clubs and playing straight away.

E Walls to contact J Shakelton to inform him and remaining RAF Kinloss players that as long as their NoSCA subscriptions were paid, the club would be entitled to attend exec meeting and receive information from the exec.

Playing conditions re weather affected cup or 20/20 matches:

The meeting discussed the recent abandoned 20/20 matches in order to make a procedure that clubs and umpires can adhere to. It was decided the Duckworth Lewis method was too complicated and may lead to arguments if clubs miscalculated the score required. The meeting decided that after a weather interruption, players/umpires should wait a minimum of one hour before abandoning a match. Obviously in the case of the Elgin v Lossiemouth game this would not have been possible, as it would have been too dark, so common sense should be used. If after this time has passed and continued play does not look possible, the game should be abandoned and the entire match replayed on the reserve date. S Catto will write up a detailed procedure for distribution to clubs.

Huntly CC have requested that the replayed semi final versus Highland on Sunday 2nd May be postponed until 16th May, as the club has an open day on the 2nd May and conflicting fixtures on the 9th May. The meeting decided by majority vote that the match should still go ahead on the reserve date of 2nd May, at 10.30am at Nairn CC, with the final against RAF Lossiemouth to follow at 14.00.

Nairn CC wished for an explanation of why their ground was not used as a group host, after the withdrawal of RAF Kinloss, as club members had gone to a lot of work preparing food for it. S Catto had responded directly by email to a Nairn CC club member at the time but re-emphasised the facts that Forres had been very helpful in hosting a semi final and the final in the past and were expected to do so this year. They were given the opportunity to have home group stage as well. It had been decided before the season started to run the 20/20 as close as possible to last season’s, so when RAF Kinloss withdrew Forres remained as the group hosts. The meeting suggested Nairn CC could host a group stage in next year’s 20/20 competition and the NoSCA would reimburse any expenses incurred by Nairn CC members preparing for the event. 

Handbooks:

The handbooks had now been printed and distributed to clubs. The meeting discussed several omissions from this year’s and previous handbooks, that of the winners of individual trophies, life members and the useful fold out fixture section. The exec will take on board any suggestions to improve the handbook for future issues.

J Crabtree to issue handbooks to all local papers, patrons and advertisers.

A Callanan has asked clubs to check the updated contacts list on the website and report back to him and changes necessary. A Duncan to ask A Callanan to update the front page of the website to reflect the select winning the SCU trophy in 2009.

E Walls to contact the Sunday Post and Glasgow Sports Agency to find out if clubs should be paid for phoning results to them. All clubs should phone the results through to these publications in order to promote the Macallan league.

Umpires:
When trying to arrange neutral umpires for the 20/20 semi finals and final, the exec found it very difficult to find someone. The number of active umpires compared to the list in the handbook is much less. Clubs should be asking current and past players if they would be willing to be part of the list of umpires the league can call on, to officiate in a neutral capacity.

Treasurer’s Update:

As the treasurer was unable to attend the meeting, club officials present will post items of mail to him.

AOCB:

M Kenning asked if there had been any success in sourcing sponsorship for NoSCA competitions. The meeting felt that since there was a long association with Macallan, any additional sponsorship should be for the 20/20 or league cup. Are NoSCA in a postion to meet the demands of any new sponsors? 

T Farr to contact Mrs Kemp to present the James Kemp 20/20 trophy.

S Catto confirmed that Elgin v Ross County match rearranged for Sunday 16th May and the Highland v RAF Lossiemouth match rearranged for 4th July.

Next Meeting - 25 MAY 2010 7pm, Forres CC Pavilion 

