Minutes of NoSCA Executive Meeting held at Forres Cricket Pavilion on 12th April 2010

Present: Eadie Walls, Jonathan Crabtree, Ben Dempster, Allan Duncan, Iain McDonald, Tony Farr, Mike Fox, Neil Gibson, J Shakelton.

Apologies: Michelle Kenning, Chris Blake, Hamish Christie and Gary Ouldfield.

Minutes of last meeting 15th  March 2010: Approved, Nairn CC wish an email notification of the next meeting to be sent a couple of weeks before, to allow time to get a representative.

Treasurers Update

J Shakelton reported that 310 balls had been ordered and are being distributed to clubs. It is anticipated that a further 50 balls will be required. So far Buckie, Ross County, Forres and Fochabers have paid their subs and balls. Meeting was disappointed with the lack of payment by clubs and wished to reinforce, per the constitution, that all annual subscriptions, fines, payments of match balls and any other monies due to NoSCA, should be paid to the NoSCA treasurer by May 1st of the year in progress.

He has paid £500 insurance bill, this mainly covers kit and personal injury for players participating in representative games and also for trophies. He will take along the paperwork regarding the insurance policy to the next meeting. The meeting felt that there were issues regarding this insurance cover and although already paid for 2010, alternative, cheaper cover, if required will be sourced for 2011.

The amount of £211.50 is also due for payment to Cricket Scotland, should however every club within NoSCA become members of Cricket Scotland in their own right, the amount due by NoSCA would reduce to £88.13.

Bank balances as at the end of March are: Clydesdale account £7600, this will increase with payment of subs and match balls from clubs; Bank of Scotland £1100, which has been depleted by the SCU trophy travel costs.

Matters arising from previous meeting:

Forfeited Matches

M Fox wished discussed setting a procedure, should any club continually forfeit matches during the season and then fold. The meeting decided all results and performances during matches involving the club, prior to them folding, would be declared null and void.

NoSCA Select Travel

A minibus cost has been sourced from a firm in Inverness. The fee of £95, plus £25 insurance and then fuel on top for 17 seater, could work out at about £200 per away trip, much cheaper than hiring a bus. With the reduced cost, the meeting didn’t think a contribution from the players selected would be required. The minibus would run from Inverness, so players from outwith would need to make their own way to Inverness or arrange a suitable pick up point. There was a query raised regarding the sponsorship of the select but this has proved difficult to find.

Umpiring Seminar

N Gibson reported the seminar had gone well, with D Murphy doing a good job running the session. There were 16 attendees but some clubs were not represented which was disappointing. The seminar gave clarification on several issues, including LBW and advice on player conduct. Nairn CC were thanked for hosting the seminar and required reimbursement of between £30 and £40 to cover expenses. It is hoped to run a similar session in the future.

Sunday Post

T Farr had no update on the possible income from phoning results to the Sunday Post. E Walls to pursue.

Handbook

J Crabtree updated the meeting on the progress of the handbook. We are waiting for the 3rd draft to be returned, as there had been several mistakes. Macallan to be chased up early in the season, regarding their sponsorship money. 350 handbooks to be produced, with the hope to have them ready for Saturday 17th. Three new patrons have joined, W Hope, S Campbell and K Ross. Letter to be sent to patrons along with a handbook.

Playing Conditions

The meeting discussed the playing conditions for the forthcoming 20/20. Reaffirming that a 25 metre circle was required and that strict adherence to the 75 minutes per innings should be observed. The team captains to be responsible for time keeping. Leg side deliveries to be signalled as a wide and front foot only no balls to be classed as a free hit. Meeting clarified that bowlers only allowed one bouncer (between shoulder and head height) per batsman per over, this would be the same for all competitions.

The meeting discussed the benefits of having a mark either side of the stumps, to be used as a guide for giving wides. These marks (like those in the IPL) should be 36 inches either side of centre stump and marked on the return crease. It is hoped all clubs will make these markings for not only the 20/20 but league and cup matches also. Clubs will receive email notification of the updates 20/20 rules and how to calculate the net run rate, in order to determine the winner of a tied group.

Host clubs should invoice the treasurer for expenses incurred providing catering for the competition.

NoSCA Select

Date of MCC fixture at Gordonstoun is Monday May 10th. A Duncan had some basic information regarding match timings, which he would email to J Sargant and D Wolton. Further information to be sourced during Elgin V Gordonstoun game, on Thursday 22nd April and passed onto John and Dave.

The meeting discussed proposals from Cricket Scotland to revamp the Scottish Cup, where the NoSCA senior league winning side would be entered in the first round of the Scottish Cup, should they be knocked out they would be entered in the second round of the SCU Trophy. The meeting felt there could be issues with clubs and wished in the first instance to see if Cricket Scotland would be willing for the Select team to be the entry to the Scottish Cup. A Duncan to contact Cricket Scotland and based on their response, individual clubs may be contacted for their response.

NoSCA has a bye until the quarter final, which is to be played on Sunday 13th June. The draw for the quarter finals takes place on 31st May.

It is hoped an update on the select performance in the MCC game can be given to the next exec meeting.

AOCB

Disciplinary Procedures

J Crabtree made the meeting aware of the Cricket Scotland disciplinary procedures. These give guidelines on the different classes of offence and the action to be taken at each stage. These could be used by clubs, although care would need to be taken not to conflict with the procedures already contained within the constitution.

Cricket AM

B Dempster informed the meeting that the Help for Heroes charity match against the Scottish Saltires was on 17th June and as a result of the publicity behind the match many of the Lossie players had been invited to take part in the Sky show Cricket AM, on Saturday 12th June. This meant they would be unable to raise a side on that date. He suggested moving the entire fixtures on the 12th June to that of the 26th June. Whilst the meeting was generally in agreement, as it would be great publicity for NoSCA, the fixture secretary later pointed out this would not be possible, as moving the fixtures around could cause pitch conflicts at other grounds. Following existing procedures, RAF Lossiemouth to approach the fixture secretary and ask for the match against Highland on the 12th June to be rearranged on a mutually suitable date.

Elgin v Ross County

Ross County had approached Elgin CC to rearrange their fixture on Saturday 15th May, due to many players being unavailable due to Ross County’s involvement in the Scottish Cup Final, in football. Ross County to approach fixture secretary to arrange an alternative date 

The committee thanked T Farr for the hospitality of Forres CC in hosting the meeting.

Next Meeting - 25 MAY 2010 7pm, Forres CC Pavilion 

